
We recognize the Pillars of Parish Stewardship as Hospitality, Prayer, 
Formation, and Service. At Our Lady of Hope, the Greeter Min-

istry members work to lovingly fulfill that first pillar of Hospitality. After 
all, when we are visitors at a parish or have had a hectic morning getting 
everyone in the car, what could be better than a smiling face and someone 
welcoming us to church? 

Fr. Juan Ramirez coordinates the Greeter Ministry at Our Lady of 
Hope. The Pillar of Hospitality has always been important, but with 
churches closed to public Mass for some time, it is even more important 
now. More and more folks are returning to in-person Mass. There are 
many ways to show hospitality, and greeting people as they enter God’s 
house to celebrate the centerpiece of the Catholic faith is one of the most 
important ways. 

One of our greeters’ tasks is to hand people a bulletin when they 
enter the church. But this ministry goes much further than that. 

“We want people to feel welcome when they enter the doors of our 
parish,” Fr. Juan says. “Greeters are the first face they see. They are the 
face of Our Lady of Hope.”

Fr. Juan has been happy to see people recently signing on as greeters, but he’d love to see more folks involved 
— this would be a great ministry for the whole family. The Greeter Ministry doesn’t require a large time commit-
ment as greeters normally arrive just 15-20 minutes before Mass begins. 

Most of us have attended another Catholic parish — think about how much more welcome you felt when 
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to celebrate the centerpiece of the Catholic 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TIME:
The Foundation of Our Faith Lives

A professor stood at the head of the class with a big 
glass jar. He put six big rocks in the jar with the 

rocks up to the edge and then asked his students, “Is 
the jar full?” They replied, “Yes.”

The professor told the students, “No, it’s not.” He 
then pulled out gravel and put it in the jar. He then asked, 
“Now is it full?” The students once again replied, “Yes.” 
The professor responded, “No, it’s not.” He reached down 
and pulled out sand, which he poured into the jar with the 
same responses. Then, he reached for a pitcher of water 
and poured it in, all the way to the brim. Then he asked, 
“Now is it full?” And the students replied, “Yes.” 

The professor then asked, “OK, what did you learn 
from this?” One student responded, “No matter how 
many things you’ve got in the jar, there’s always room to 
put a little more in.” The professor told the class, “No, 
that’s not the lesson. The lesson is, if I didn’t put the 
big rocks in first, they would have never fit!”

Most Catholics may ask how this can apply to our 
own prayer lives. Essentially, every person must decide 
what the “big rocks” are in his or her life. And prayer 
should be one of those big rocks in the jar.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has told 
us stewardship is part of discipleship and is a way of 
responding to God’s call in every aspect of our lives. We 
refer to the three facets of stewardship as “Time, Talent 
and Treasure,” and when we consider the importance 
of these three Ts of stewardship, the “time” component 

comes first by design. 
Stewardship spirituality is about trying to become 

more generous with our Time, Talent, and Treasure. 
And there’s a reason why “Time” is first. We need to 
take time to talk to God and take time to be quiet and 
seek to listen as He expresses His love for us and wants 
us to know His inspiration in our life. 

There are many different forms of prayer. From 
weekly prayer such as the Mass, to daily person-
al prayer, such as a daily Rosary. Morning and night 
prayer are also important disciplines to maintain. Set 
aside a comfortable place in your home where you can 
find silence. Focus on a spiritual image and take time to 
center yourself with Scripture or other spiritual reading.

For many, spending large portions of the day in si-
lent prayer is not possible. But make it a priority to find 
moments of quiet throughout the day, and find ways to 
incorporate prayer amid your busy schedule. When you 
get into a vehicle, pray — before a meal, after a meal, if 
you’re faced with a tough decision. Just pray!

Just as in any human relationship, communication 
is a central aspect of a vibrant relationship with God. 
Prayer is fostering this communion of love with God. 
He loved us into existence, and He wants us to enter 
into a loving conversation with Him. We’ve got to talk 
to Him. And we must listen to Him. He will take care 
of everything if you just trust Him. He’s knocking at 
the door and waiting for us to open it in prayer.
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We were all taught in school 
that the month of January 

gets its name from Janus, the ancient 
Roman god of doors and gates. His 
image was always carved or painted 
with two faces, one looking forward 
and the other backward. This reflected, 
of course, that you can go either out a 
door or in through one. From this very 
specific function, his role was general-
ized to include all beginnings and new 
endeavors.  

Because of Janus’ place in the 
Roman pantheon, it seemed natural to 
the Romans to name the first month 
of the civil year after him. (The Church year began back 
with the First Sunday of Advent, you’ll remember.) And al-
though we no longer worship the pagan gods of the ancient 
Romans, the name has stuck through the centuries.  

But we’re not immune to the human instinct that 
moved the Romans to name the first month after Janus. His 
double countenance, facing forward and backward, reflects 
how we approach the coming of each new year.  

The last week of the old year finds the newspapers and 
TV programs giving a glance back at the past year (“the 10 
best, or worst, movies of…” and such) along with predic-
tions of what the new year will bring. My personal favorite 
is always “the 10 worst predictions” for the year just ending.   

We often look back at our own successes and failures, 
happy events, and sad ones, during the year just ending, and 
look forward to the new year as we prepare our resolutions.

When we reflect back on the blessings we’ve received, 
our hearts should be filled with gratitude — and blessings 
there have been, no matter how difficult the year has been. 
But for most of us, there have been failures and failings, too. 
That calls for repentance, and perhaps a trip to the confes-
sional — but God, who makes “all things new” (Rv 21:5), 
will then give us a clean spiritual slate with which we may 
begin the new year.  

I’d also like to challenge you to include your grateful 
response to God as you make your resolutions for the new 
year. You don’t have to wait until you fill out a commitment 

card to decide this is the year when 
you’re actually going to attend Mass 
once a week in addition to Sunday (or 
begin worshiping every Sunday if you 
haven’t been doing so) or to pray the 
Rosary every week or to begin regular 
prayers with your family. Include in 
your resolutions how you are going to 
get involved in some ministry in the 
parish or some service to the commu-
nity, and then do so. Decide to become 
more faithful in your financial stew-
ardship if your treasure commitment is 
less than it should be. Look forward to 
the new year and bring Christ and His 

Church to the center of your resolutions. Then see what a 
good year it will be, with God at the center!

Have a happy, and holy, New Year.

In Christ,

Fr. Paul Ferguson
Pastor

Start 2022 with a Clean Spiritual Slate

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners, 
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What is a Stewardship Renewal?
This isn’t a parish fundraiser – far from it. Our 

annual Stewardship Renewal is an opportunity to 
re-prioritize the way we use God’s gifts. It is the time 
we write down how we plan to grow closer to Christ in 
the coming year with our commitments of time, talent, 
and treasure.

Why should I fill out a commitment card?
Your Commitment Card allows you to make com-

mitments to prayer, parish ministries, and offertory giv-
ing, or what we call “time, talent, and treasure.” There’s 
a two-fold reason to complete your card. First, it is an 
excellent opportunity to move forward spiritually and 
personally. Second, when you fill out a card, our parish 
is much better able to manage our many volunteers and 
make budgeting decisions.

How many parish ministries are there at  
Our Lady of Hope?

“Ministry” is a general term for any parish group, or-
ganization, or regular activity. There are dozens of minis-
tries in our parish. You can sign up for certain ministries, 
or re-commit yourself if you’re already involved.

What if I sign up for a ministry, but later find  
I’m not very interested?

You are not making a solemn promise to partici-
pate in a particular ministry when you mark it on your 
commitment card. If you find that the parish group is 
different than you thought, or simply that their meet-
ing time doesn’t fit your schedule, you can change your 
mind. There are plenty of other ministries to consider.

I’m hesitant to make a firm financial pledge.  
What if I lose my job?

Your commitment card isn’t a legal contract. If your 
circumstances change, your gift will change. In Scrip-
ture, we are asked to “give according to our means.” So 

if you lose your job, you may be unable to give at the 
level you pledged. Likewise, if you get a promotion, you 
may be able to give more. That is why at Our Lady of 
Hope, our standard of giving is based upon a percent-
age of income.

What happens if I don’t fill out a commitment card?
Returning a card is an important part of being an 

active member of Our Lady of Hope. If for some reason 
you lose your card, we’ll send you a reminder letter with 
an extra commitment card. Please make every effort to 
return it!

TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE
Please bring your Commitment Card to Mass on 

January 22-23. How will you use your time, talent and 
treasure in our parish?

Stewardship of Time
Our definition of Stewardship of Time: Using my time 

on earth wisely; making time for personal prayer, family 
prayer, and quality time with friends and loved ones.

The bottom line about prayer: Without prayer, we 
cannot thrive spiritually. As Catholic Christians, it is a 
necessity to spend time each day speaking to God. This 
includes reading Scripture and saying prayers, but even 
more importantly, it should include a heart-to-heart 
conversation with Jesus. He wants us to bring him all 
our fears, longings, needs, and desires.

What kind of Time commitments should I make? 
Your commitment card lists several suggestions for how 
to spend time with God in prayer. Review your cur-
rent prayer life and take a step forward. For instance, 
start having daily prayers with your children or spouse. 
Commit to praying the rosary on the way to work or 
reading scripture before bed each night. 

4

BASIC QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL
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BASIC QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL

Stewardship of Talent
Our definition of Stewardship of Talent: Using my 

God-given abilities to strengthen the Church and help 
others, especially through parish ministries and activities.

The bottom line about parish ministry: No Cath-
olic Christian exists in a vacuum.  Scripture makes 
it clear that we must function within the wider faith 
community, putting our gifts in the service of others. 
It ’s not enough to go to Sunday Mass; we need to be 
involved in parish life and ministry.

What kind of Talent commitments should I make? 
If you’re not involved in anything in our parish, now is 
the perfect opportunity to take a step forward. Check 
out our commitment card for a list of ministries. If 
you’re already involved, re-commit yourself to the im-
portant work you do. And if you feel God is calling you 
forward – sign up for something new!

Stewardship of Treasure
Our definition of Stewardship of Treasure: The wise 

and just management of my financial resources; giving a 
proportionate amount of my income to the parish.  

The bottom line about financial support: We need 
to take seriously the Biblical concept of the tithe, and 
start giving based on a percentage of income. It ’s our 
responsibility to support the Church with our personal 
involvement and our financial support.

What kind of Treasure commitments should I 
make? Our goal at Our Lady of Hope is to give five 
percent of income to the offertory. Grab a calcula-
tor and figure out your target gift based on your total 
household income. Then make a plan for increasing 
your gift incrementally to reach five percent. During 
our Stewardship Renewal, choose a weekly or monthly 
gift to the parish, and be faithful to it for the next year.

2022 Commitment CardMy Offering of Time, Talent & Treasure

After completion, please bring this card to Mass or mail using the envelope provided. Thank you and God bless you!

 = Currently Involved  = Interested in Joining

Talent (continued) Talent (continued)

continued on next panel

 = Currently Involved  = Interested in Joining

Address

City   State  ZIP

First & Last Name

Phone

Email

Spouse: First & Last Name

Spouse: Phone

Spouse: Email

Clearly write the first name(s) of interested family member(s) on the line.

Clearly write the first name(s) of interested family member(s) on the line.

315 N.E. Third Street • Washington, IN 47501812-254-2883 • www.ccwash.org
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If you knew that the person who loves you most in 
the world was longing to spend some time with 

you, would you want to meet with them? What if this 
person was also the only one capable of saving your soul 
for all eternity, not to mention blessing you abundantly 
on earth?

It would seem ridiculous to say “no” to getting to 
know them just a little better, right?

That being said, you may wonder how you can best 
go about getting to know this particular person. To do 
just that, as Catholics, it is important that we seek out 
and read things from our Catholic Christian tradition — 
immersing ourselves in the spiritual works of those who 
have found Christ in a very deep way in accordance with 
the Church. Indeed, there are many great saints who 
have flowered out of the community of believers, and we 
can turn to them to get to know God better.

Over the centuries, the Catholic Church has been 
profoundly touched, enriched and enlightened by 
spiritual masters whose works are powerful enough to 
convert souls. It is also important to recognize that the 
spiritual traditions in the Church express many of the 
same ideas but in different ways, bearing witness to the 
ineffable, mosaic-like beauty of Catholicism. 

St. Benedict began the first formal monastic tradi-
tion in the western Catholic Church, basing it on the 
Rule of St. Benedict. To this day, Benedictine spiritual-
ity is centered around the recitation of the Liturgy of 
the Hours, simplicity and the appreciation of the Holy 
Eucharist.

The Franciscan spiritual tradition began with St. 
Francis and St. Clare of Assisi. These saints brought 
about the Counter-Reformation that still marks the 
Church with splendor today. St. Francis is widely known 
for his Gospel-centered living, love of poverty, devotion 

to Christ Crucified, and mercy for all men and creatures. 
The Life of St. Francis of Assisi by St. Bonaventure, as well 
as The Little Flowers of St. Francis both help one to learn 
more about this magnificent saint.

Similar to St. Francis, St. John of the Cross and St. 
Teresa of Avila also sparked a critical reformation within 
the Carmelite Order, which later influenced the entire 
Church in a positive way. Carmelite spirituality is a des-
ert spirituality, which bases itself on silence, deep con-
templative prayer, the Liturgy of the Hours, outstanding 
penance, and various traditional Catholic devotions. The 
Story of a Soul, which is the autobiography of renowned 
Carmelite St. Therese of Lisieux, the Autobiography of St. 
Teresa of Avila, and the works of St. John of the Cross all 
capture the essence of Carmelite spirituality.  

Furthermore, Salesian spirituality stems from the 
great life and work of St. Francis de Sales. The Intro-
duction to the Devout Life is a fantastic primer for those 
desiring to enter more profoundly into a life of union 
with Christ.

Ignatian spirituality is known for educating people 
on the discernment of spirits. The Spiritual Exercises of 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, as well as The Discernment of Spir-
its by Fr. Timothy Gallagher are excellent resources for 
learning more about this powerful spiritual tradition.

Last but not least, The Fulf illment of All Desire by 
Ralph Martin is modern-day spiritual work that can 
help those who are seeking Christ, to find Him.

The rich variety of spiritual traditions we have in 
the Catholic Church are an indication of how diverse 
our Church is. There are so many different ways of 
following Christ and praying — and to do so, we can 
draw from the spiritual “greats.” But of course, we must 
always pray in the way that God is leading us, in a way 
that we can truly encounter God in conversation.

Drawing From the 
Traditions of Spirituality 

in Our Catholic Church 
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SHARING TALENTS IN PRAYER AND SONG 
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 

“To sing is to pray twice,” is 
a saying often attributed 

to St. Augustine. Laura Litwiler 
believes this to be true. She loves 
working alongside many talented 
musicians in her part-time role as 
Music Minister here at Our Lady 
of Hope. Laura has been in this 
role at our parish for about two 
years — she is also a math teacher 
at Washington Catholic Middle/
High School. Laura directs the 
Youth Choir and helps coordinate 
the other choirs with Sharon Carie, Adult Choir Direc-
tor, and Roy Litwiler, the Hispanic Choir Director. 

“The Lord gave us the talents and gifts that we 
have, and it is a wonderful gift to give that talent back 
to Him to lead others in worship,” Laura says.

Music has been part of Laura’s life since she was 
a child. She’s been a member of Our Lady of Hope 
her whole life and started singing in the choir in fifth 
grade. She began playing piano and organ after receiv-
ing the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

“I was taught from an early age that music can be a 
way to serve at church,” Laura says. “My parents in-
stilled in me a love for music. We were taught to share 
our gifts however we can.”

The Adult Choir, under the direction of Sharon 
Carie, sings at Mass on the first Sunday of each month. 
They also sing the fifth Sunday when there is one. The 
group practices on Wednesday evenings. 

The Hispanic Choir sings each Sunday at the 11:15 

a.m. Spanish Mass. They practice 
before Mass each week beginning 
at 10:45 a.m. Laura’s brother, Roy, 
directs the Hispanic Choir. 

The Youth Choir and Band 
takes care of the Mass on the third 
Sunday of the month. The choir is 
open for youth from third grade to 
college age. They practice Sunday 
evenings from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. In-
strumentalists are also invited to get 
involved. The group recently sang at 
the beautiful Christmas Eve Mass. 

Laura invites anyone with any level of musical tal-
ent to get involved in a choir or as a cantor. More can-
tors or small groups are always needed and welcomed to 
get involved. 

“You just need to have a willingness to practice,” 
Laura says. “If you love to sing but don’t know how to 
read music, you are still welcome!”

As we start to think about Lent, and, eventually, 
Holy Week and Easter, consider using your musical 
talents to glorify the Lord. 

“The Holy Week liturgies are so important,” Laura 
says. “We’d love to have more singers in all the choirs.”

Laura’s favorite Easter song is “Alleluia! Allelu-
ia! Let the Holy Anthem Rise!” She looks forward to 
working on Lenten music with the Youth Choir. 

“I love that we can teach them young that we don’t 
have to be afraid to use the talents that God has given 
you,’’ Laura says. “The Lord gave us this gift for a rea-
son, and we should share it.”

Music Ministry: 

If you would like more information on the Music Ministry and Youth Choir, 
please contact Laura Litwiler at llitwiler@evdio.org or 812-259-5885. 

For more information on the Hispanic Choir, please contact Roy Litwiler at 812-259-9690. 
For more information on the Adult Choir, please contact Sharon Carie at 812-698-0431. 

The Youth Choir gathers before a 2021 Mass.

mailto:llitwiler@evdio.org
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someone greeted you at the door. It feels good to know 
you are in the right place at the right time. You may 
even feel more welcome when someone in the pew 
across from you gives a smile. He knows our parishio-
ners do a great job of being hospitable. 

“We want to make people feel like they belong here,” 
Fr. Juan says. “This is their church and home. We want to 
make people feel like they are home and welcome to be 
here, with their family, to pray and celebrate our faith.”

Greeters also serve as an important resource for 
visitors to help find the restroom or answer questions 

about other events and Mass times. 
Having served at Our Lady of Hope first as a sem-

inarian, then a deacon, and now a priest, Fr. Juan loves 
the parishioners’ many ways of being hospitable and 
family-friendly.

“This is a good place that’s all about the family,” he 
says. “When the Hispanic community comes together, 
it ’s also something very special.”

Fr. Juan is thankful to all who serve as greeters, and 
to all the people at Our Lady of Hope for all they do 
for one another and the community. 

If you would like to become a greeter, or learn more, 
please contact Fr. Juan Ramirez at 812-254- 2883 or jramirez@evdio.org. 

http://www.ccwash.org
mailto:jramirez@evdio.org

